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" His testimony indicated that the Carter . . the United States agreed to supply the
'fuel necessary to. keep an-American- 4

_tiong Committee on the matter in June.

3 August 1980
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Ura‘mum, |

J 1mmy Carter’s cave-in to thn govem-i moved Condress to pass ti the lemslaﬁon. |

ment of Indira Gandhi—by. approvmg[ Yet India steadfastly refuses either to
the’'sale ‘of uranium to India without: sign'the non-proliferation treaty or to

the ‘safegnards enacted into law by | ;agree to open its nuclear plants for out- |

Congress-—has been the subJect Of side inspection. And barring a veto by
grumbling on Capitol Hill. - imajority votes in both House and Sen-

But the extent of Carter’s capxtula- “dte; Carter is prepared to let the In-

tion Has not been made public. U.S. Am- | dians get away with it. -

bassador to-India Robert Goheen se-

admmxstrdtxon s reasons for giving.
Indja free rein to use American nuclear.. built nuclear power plant operating at
fuelfor ‘atomic bombs are either disin-:
genuoua or self-deluding.

~Aceording o a Senate summary of a’
secret cable India sent last March 7,
“Indla stated that it would continue to~

uranium to India would mean the end:
of US, ‘influence over India’s nuclear
development But in a'secret memoran--

" dum uncovered by my associate Dale abide by its obligations under the [1963] !
. Van Atta, Goheen admxts there is virtus _cooperation_agreement so long as- ex-

N

use of nuclear technology. .

“ally no U.S. control over India and its - ports for Tarapur are received on a -

The Carter administration knows. cept continued delay and uncertainty.”
this, of course. But what is far more im- .. ..This thinly veiled threat to take its nu-
-portant, the Indian government knows clear fuel * business “elsewhere was

“jt~and every nation that buys nuclear ‘enough to bluff the Carter administra- |
_{uel from the United States will.now “tion. Goheen tried to put the best face
_ realize that President Carter doesn’t:.possible on the administration’s cavein.
* really. mean it when he proclaims his .According to the secret Senate memo-
. determination to discourage the spread randum, he gave “two sets of reasons for
.. of nuclear weapons capability.

r,w,*v».)(,-«. [

ﬁG:wmgm to Gaﬁdhilf

~The State Department—-.end Indxa-—-—-;
* cretly briefed the Senate Foreign Rela- Justlfy the sale of 38 tons of enriched’
. uranium under a 1963 treaty by which™

pR—

reason for prowdmv the uramum.
Looking on the bright side, Goheen.,
told the senators that the Central Intelh— :
- gence Agency has “no evilence- that
- India is actually pursuing the option of
another nuclear defonation” Under
questioning, however, he admitted what

| Mrs. Gandm has proclaimed publicly:

that “India will not give a commitment
notto conduct a nuclear explosion.”
Carter’s efforts to establish good rela-

Tarapur. Théy argue that the conores-_{‘_;
- -+t sional restrictions. didn’t take effect send its annual supply of uranium with-
The public argument the administra- ‘untii last March, and thus should not_’; .

~ tion. has made is that refusal to sell the: apply t0 a prior agreement.« = s 1o

‘timely basis, but that India could not ac- .

Under the Nuclear Non-prohferation

~ Act of 1978, any nation seeking to buy’,
. uranium from the United States must’

. spent: nuclear fuel is not bema dwerted
* to nuclear weapons, > “ ot
Ironically, the Indians detonatnon of

. either_ sign the international treaty ban-

» ning the spread of nuclear weapons or*
agree to open its atomic facilities to in-"
“ternational inspection, the ‘purpose of‘

which.is to prove that' plutonium from

PR

“approving the fuel shipments to Tara-

pur: ‘maintaining existing controls over
“Tarapur, and.the swmncant’ influence’:

the United States exerts over the Indian -

_nuclear program; and to respond to Mrs,™

Gandhi's desire for good relations.”

fBut. in another, highly " cIassxerd
:memo, - -Goheen "conceded ‘' that “the -
“United States has virtually ,no‘ influence -

‘over-the Gandhi government, and that .
-%-the “'controls” -at Tarapur are almost;:
‘non-existent. That leaves only the “de- -
a nuclear device in 1974 was what. sire for good relations” as a legitimate

‘tions with . the Gandhi’ government
have met with repeated rebuffs from
New Delhi. The very suggestion that
the United States might not obediently

out assurances from India touched off
- “outrage in the Indian press and official
».circles. The United States was treating
"India “unfairly,” the- government~1n-

~i spired editorial writers complained.

[ Adding insult to injured mnocence '
1 the Gandm "ovelnment announced in

Iate 1Iay that the Sovzet Umon had' '

.agreed to provide $1.6 billion worth of..-
new weapons for the Indian military on *

easy credit terms. Goheen. told the
_-senators: “The United States was aware
i of the. negotiations for- this purchaae/

for some time, but was surprised and 3!
disturbed by the timing of -the an-3

nouncement.” The Sovxet arms deal:
- was announced; curiously, jus ;
" after the Nuclear ReaulatgryJ Cgm(}:g?;
_sion _unanimously voted to deny the‘
> mranium sale.

- It’s bad enough that India has demon— 3
strated how to play the two superpow-
. ers off against each other to its own ad-z
‘vantage: Ii’s- downright - humiliating,”
though when' a nation that: clearly 3
- needs. our, help ‘demonstrates- to the™
- whole world that the w ay to getwhat it
‘wants from the United States is 51mp1y
tosay notoitsdemands, ” 7
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